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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)[3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
Obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patent ability shall not be negative by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Busskohl 
(4,958,395) in view of Lester (4,930,377). Busskohl shows a saw 13 with a blade holder 
for connection to a handle. The holder is not hex shaped. Lester teaches the use of a 

hex shaped connector which allows for a positive connection to the handle. Obviously 
one of ordinary skill in the art would use a hex shaped connection for the saw connector 
of Busskohl. The method of fabrication of the connector and saw blade would appear to 
add few if any limitations to the claim. At any rate it is old and well known in the art to 
form a blade and connector by casting. 

Response to Arguments 

3 . Applicant's argument that neither Busskohl nor Lester teach or suggest a die cast 
holder having a saw blade permanently cast therein is not persuasive. Claim 1 simply recites, 
" the blade holder is cast around a tail of the saw blade." Busskohl teaches a holder body 17 
that is attached to the tail of the saw blade 13. See Fig. 1 in Busskohl. Lester also teaches a 
blade holder 42 that is attached to the tail of a blade 40. It appears that the blade holder 42 is 
cast around the tail of the blade 40 in Lester. The portion of the shaft 44 that is located within 
the blade holder 42 defines the tail of the blade 40. See Fig, 4 in Lester. The blade holder 42 
is cast around the tail 44 of the blade 40. However, the blade holder functions the same 
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whether it is cast to around the tail of the saw blade or is secured by a securing means or any 
other means to the tail of the saw blade. In addition, the use of blade holder that is cast 
around tail of a saw blade is old and well known in the art as is evident in Moreira 
(5,829,082). Moreira teaches a blade holder 5 which is cast around a tail of a saw blade 7, 8. 
See Fig. 1-5 in Moreira. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Chien (6,336,73 1) and Littlehorn (4,815,346) teach a blade holder cast around a tail of a 
blade. 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



♦ 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ghassem Alie whose telephone number is (571) 272-4501. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan Shoap can be reached on (571) 272-45 14. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, SEE http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (too-free). 




GA/ga 



Allan N. Shoap 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3700 



September 20, 2005 



